End of Reception Early Learning Goals
Strands
Listening and attention

Understanding

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Expected

Exceeding

Listen attentively in range of situations. Listen to
stories, accurately anticipating key events and respond
to what they hear with relevant comments, questions
or actions. Give attention to what others say and
respond appropriately, while engaging in another
activity.
Follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.
Answer how and why questions about experiences and
in response to stories or events.

Listen to instructions and follow them accurately,
asking for clarification if necessary. Listen attentively
with sustained concentration to follow a story without
pictures or props and can listen in a larger group (eg
assembly)

Express themselves effectively showing awareness of
listeners needs. They use past, present and future
forms accurately when talking about events that have
happened or are to happen in the future. They develop
their own narratives and explanations by connecting
ideas or events
Read and understand simple sentences. Use phonic
knowledge to decode regular words and read them
aloud accurately. They also read some common
irregular words. Demonstrate understanding when
talking with others about what they have read
Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which
match their spoken sounds. Also write some irregular
common words. Write simple sentences which can be
read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt
correctly and others are phonetically plausible.

After listening to stories children can express views
about events or characters in the story and answer
questions about why things happened. Can carry out
instructions which contain several parts in a sequence.
Show some awareness of the listener by making
changes to language and non-verbal features. They
recount experiences and imagine possibilities, often
connecting ideas. They use a range of vocabulary in
imaginative ways to add info, express ideas or explain
or justify actions or events.
Children can read phonically regular words of more
than one syllable as well as many irregular but high
frequency words. They use phonic, semantic and
syntactic knowledge to understand unfamiliar
vocabulary. Can describe the main events in simple
stories they have read.
Can spell phonically regular words of more than 1
syllable as well as many irregular but high frequency
words. Use key features of narrative in own writing,

